
Tenuring

Exploration

Closure and Final 
Reclamation

Development
Processes include participation 
of/consultations with affected 
provincial ministries, federal 
agencies, local governments, 
First Nations, and the public. 

Process includes ensuring safety, 
environmental conditions and land use 
objectives are met, and if necessary that 
post-closure monitoring and remediation 
are undertaken.

The Mining Process 
in British Columbia, Canada

This process applies only to the requirements under the Mines Act and Health, Safety and Reclamation Code for 
Mines in British Columbia (Code). Other legislation, statutes, bylaws, etc. may be applicable to the operation 

and the company may be required to obtain approvals, permits or otherwise comply with them.  

Production
Process includes ongoing 
safety, operational, and 
environmental inspections.

Mine provides closure plan every 5 years, 
reviewed by RMDRC.

 

Reclamation bond collected
and mine goes into operation

Mine closure and 
reclamation work

First Nations 
consultation 

and public review

Regional Mine 
Development

Review Committee 
(RMDRC) reviews 

application and makes
recommendations to 

the Chief Inspector
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• Resource Tenure (Mineral/Placer Claim) acquired online
• Coal Licence Application, referred to First Nations

Company submits Notice of Work (NOW) 
application to Ministry of Energy, Mines 

and Petroleum Resources (MEMPR) regional office

Assessment Report/Report on Work 
filed with MEMPR

Company/proponent determines feasibility

• NOW referred to affected government agencies 
   and other affected stakeholders 
• First Nations consultation
• Complex projects may include local government, 
   and public meetings

YES
MEMPR issues
Work Permit

All proposed mines require approval 
under the Mines Act

Company supplies project description and 
Mines Act application to MEMPR
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Proposed mines 
[above BC Environmental 
Assessment Act (BCEAA) 

threshold] apply for 
Environmental Assessment 

Certificate to BC Environmental 
Assessment Office (EAO)

[Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA) 
may also be triggered]

If approved, Environmental 
Assessment Certificate issued

Environm
ental A

ssessm
ent  Process

EAO/CEAA processYES
Mine Permitted

O
n

g
o

in
g

 R
ec

la
m

at
io

n

nkohli
Rectangle

nkohli
Rectangle

nkohli
Rectangle

nkohli
Rectangle



Raven

Marten-Wheeler

Coles Creek

Rossland &
South Belt

JJ

Crack

Taseko Lake

Snowfields

Lennac

Lone Pine

Tag

Yellowjacket

Storie

J&L

Crazy Fox

Ball Creek

Louise Lk.

Lustdust

Lorraine-Jajay

Woodjam

Blue River (Ta/NB)

Jersey-Emerald

Copper
Mtn.

Bralorne

OK

Panorama
Ridge

Mt. Michael

Castle Mtn.

Chu

Red Bird

Nithi Mtn

Lucky Ship

Berg

Kwanika

Spanish Mtn

Turnagain

Akie

TJ Ridge

Porphyry
Pearl

Naskeena

Goodrich

Yankee-
Dundee

Slocan Silver

Thor

Ruddock
Creek

Hushamu/ NW Expo

Barbara Anne

Ajax

Cassiar Gold

Homestake Ridge

Lac La Hache

Shan

Peak

Nak

Mouse Mtn

McConnell Creek

Croy-Bloom

Huguenot

Belcourt West

Megaton

FraserGold

Brewster Lake

Hoof
Capoose

Jean

Falcon

Captain

Bodine

Jan/Tam/Misty

Crowsnest

Kenville

Groundhog

McFarlane

Corey

Newmont Lk.

Silver Coin

Prospect Valley

Todd Ck.
Dilworth

Copeland

Joss’alun

Swan

Bonanza Ledge

Mineral
Creek

Grizzly
Trek

Laura

Aspira

Big Bulk

Kitsault

Babs

Zymo

Cottonbelt

Suskwa

Catface

Brynnor

CK

Pearson

Honeybun

Greenwood
Area

Isintok
Lake

Foremore

Miner
Mtn.

Howell

Eaglehead

Cogburn

Swift Katie

Taseko

Reliance

MO

Prime
-Man

Engineer

Rabbit South

Golden Eagle

Logan Copper
Rateria

Red Chris

Shasta

Big
Onion

Davidson

Mt. Milligan

Harper Ck.

Cariboo
Gold

Quartz

Prosperity

Kutcho Creek

Mount Klappan

Gething

Horizon (Five Cabin)

Morrison

Schaft Creek

Roman Mtn.

Galore Creek

Lodgepole

KSM

EB

Hermann

Sechelt Carbonate

Myra Falls
(Zn-Cu-Au-Ag)

(Au-Cu)

Mount Polley
(Au-Cu)

QR
(Au-Ag-Cu)

Gibraltar
(Cu-Mo)

Huckleberry
(Cu-Mo-Au-Ag)

Endako
(Mo)

Kemess South
(Cu-Au)

MAX
(Mo)

Lexington-
Grenoble

Highland Valley Copper
(Cu-Mo-Au-Ag)

Giscome (Ls)

Eagle Rock

Hunterstone (Bu)

Moberly (Si)

Mount Brussilof
(Mt)

Elkhorn (Gy)

4J (Gy)

Swansea Ridge (At)

Lime Creek (Ls)

Crawford
Bay (Do)

Kettle
Valley
(Bu)

Winner (Mw)Rock
Creek
(Do)

Burrell
Creek
(Mw)

Falkland (Gy)
Buse Lake (Si)

Harper
Ranch

(Ls)

Bud (Bn)

Ashcroft (Bs)

Gillies Bay
(Ls, At)

Pavilion
(Ls)

Mount Meager (Pm, At)

Vananda (Ls)

Blubber Bay (Ls, At)

Benson Lake (Ls)

Apple Bay (Si, Cy)
Orca (At)

Nazko (Pm, At)

Fireside (Ba)

Red Lake (Fr)

Decor (Sh)

Swamp Point (At)

Sechelt (At)

K2 (Bu)

Sumas Mountain
(Sh, Cy, Si)

Craigmont (Ma)

Coal Mountain

Elkview

Line Creek

Greenhills

Fording River

Trend

Perry Creek

Quinsam

Brule

Quesnel

Golden

Chetwynd

Fort Nelson

Dease Lake

Bella Coola

Merritt

Nelson

Grand Forks

Kelowna

Nanaimo

Port Hardy

Atlin

Stewart

Prince Rupert

Terrace

Williams Lake

Hope

Revelstoke

Tumbler
Ridge

Fernie
Cranbrook

Prince George

Fort St. John

Smithers

Kamloops

Vancouver

Victoria

Industrial Minerals

commodity codes

At - Aggregate
Ba - Barite
Bn - Bentonite
Bs - Basalt
Bu - Building stone
Cy - Clay
Di - Diorite
Do - Dolomite
Fr - Fuller’s earth
Gy - Gypsum
Ls - Limestone
Ma - Magnetite
Mt - Magnesite
Mw - Mineral wool
Nb - Niobium
Pm - Pumice
Sh - Shale
Si - Silica
Sy - Syenite
Ta- Tantalum
Ze - Zeolite

Mines and Quarries
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Proposed Mine Development
(Mines Act Permit/ EAO Process)

Open File 2009-1

Metal Mines

commodity codes

Ag - Silver
Au - Gold
Cu- Copper
Mo - Molybdenum
Zn - Zinc
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BC Geological Survey

www.empr.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geoscience
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