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. PART 1 — INTERPRETATION AND ADMINISTRATION

Definitions
1 - Inthis Act

“bulk sample” means the productlon of a mineral or placer mineral from a claim at
the times, in the quantities and on the conditions prescribed by the regulations;

“cell” means an area shown electronically on a map of British Columbia, for the
purpose of the registry, in accordance with the regulations;

“cell claim” means a claim consisting of a cell or cells;
~ “claim” means a mineral claim or a placer claim and includes a legacy claim;

“construction purpose” includes, without limitation,

(a) the building or maintenance of a road, railway bed, runway, berm, dam,
impoundment, breakwater, dike, levee foundation, rock wall and other
similar thmg, and

(b) the providing of fill and riprap;

“cultural heritage resource” means an object, a site or the location of a traditional
societal practice that is of historical, cultural or archaeological significance to
British Columbia, a community or an aboriginal people;

“dimension stone” means a rock or stone product that is cut or split on 2 or more
sides; and includes, without limitation, tiles, facing stone, crushed rock that is
. reconstituted into building stone, headstones, monuments, statues, ornamental
furnishings and other similar components, but does not include crushed, cut or
split rock that is used for a construction purpose; .

“expiry date” means the day one year after the date that a claim is recorded or .
registered and includes an expiry date as revised under section 29 or 33.1;

“exploration and development” has the meaning in the regulations;

“former Acts” means the Mineral Act,R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 259, or the Mining (Placer)
Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 264, and their predecessor Acts;
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“free miner” means a person who holds a valid and subsisting free miner certificate
issued under this Act or any of the former Acts;

“hand pan” means to wash mineralized earth and gravel by agitation in a hand held
pan so as to separate and recover those minerals or placer minerals having the
greatest specific gravity;

“Jease” means a mining lease or a placer lease and includes a legacy leasc

“legacy” when used in relation to a claim’ or lease means a claim or lease made
before the coming into force of this definition,

“locate” and “location” refer to the identification on the ground, subject to
section 24.1 (5), of a mineral title, whether by means of marks, posts or
otherwise, that is carried out in accordance with the regulations;

“location time and date” means the time and date recorded on a tag on completion
of a claim; '

“locator” means an individual responsible for establishing a location and whose
‘name appears in that capacity on the tags and documents relating to the locauon

“mineral” means an ore of metal, or a natural substance that can be mined, that i 1s in
. the place or position in which it was originally formed or deposited or is in talus
rock, and includes ’

(a) rock and other materials from mine tailings, dumps and previously mined
deposits of minerals,

(b) "dimension stone, and
(c) rock or a natural substance prescribed under section 2 (1),
but does not include '
. (d) coal, petroleum, natural gas, marl, earth, soil, peat, sand or gravel,

' (e) rock or a natural substance that is used for a construction purpose on land
that is not within a mineral title or group of mineral titles. from which the
rock or natural substance is mined, :

(f) rock or a natural substance on private land that is used for a construction
purpose, or
(2) .rock or a natural substance prescribed under section 2 (2);

“mineral claim” means a claim to the minerals within an area which has been
located or acquired by a method set out in the regulations and includes a claim
to minerals recorded under one of the former Acts;

“mineral lands” means lands in which minerals or placer minerals or the right to
explore for, develop and produce minerals or placer minerals is vested in or
reserved to the government, and includes Crown granted 2 post claims;

‘“mineral substance” means a substance thatis a mineral under this Act, but was not
a mineral under the Mineral Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 259;

“mineral title” means a claim or a lease;
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“mining activity” means any activity related to
(a) the search for a mineral or placer mineral,
(b) the exploration and development of a mineral or placer mineral, or
(c) the production of a mineral or placer mineral,

and includes the reclamation of a previously mined area and the monitoring and
Tong term protection, control and treatment of a previously mined area;

“mining lease” means a mining lease 1ssued under section 42 and a legacy mining -
lease;

“owner” means
(a) the government for land so owned, or
'(b) a person registered in the land title office as the owner of the land;

“placer claim” means a claim to the placer minerals within an area which has been
located or acquired by a method set out in the regulations;

“placer lease” means a placer lease issued under section 45 and a legacy placer.
lease; '

““placer mineral” means ore of metal and every natural substance that can be mined
and that is either loose, or found in fragmentary or broken rock that is not talus
rock and occurs in loose earth, gravel and sand, and includes rock or other
materials from placer mine tailings, dumps and previously mined dcposus of
placer minerals, but does not include a mineral substance or the substances
described in paragraphs (d) to (g) of the definition of ‘mineral” in this section;

.“prlvate land” means land owned in fee simple by a person other than the
government;

“protected hentage property” means land or an object that is
(a) protected under section 13 of the Herztage Conservation Act, .

(b) designated under section 967 of the Local Government Act or sectlon 593 '
- of the Vancouver Charter, or :

(c) included under section 970.1 (3) (b) of the Local Government Act in a
schedule toan official community plan;

“recorded holder” means a person whose name appears as the owner of the mineral
title on the record of that title in the registry;

“register” means register in the registry;

“registry” means the mineral titles online registry established and maintained by the
chief gold commissioner under section 6.2 (1); ‘

“surface area” means surface area of land and land under water;

“talus rock” means rock that occurs in fragments or particles lying on or above or
adjacent to the place or position in which it was originally formed or deposited,

“unit” means an area having prescribed dimensions that is contained in a claim, and
may, subject to the regulations, include a 2 post claim.
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Regulations defining a mineral

-2 (1) For the purpose of paragraph (c) of the definition of “mineral” in section 1, the
minister and the minister responsible for administration of the Land Act may
jointly make regulations prescribing a rock or natural substance as a mineral.

(2) For the purpose of paragraph (g) of the definition of “mineral” in section 1, the
minister and the minister responsible for administration of the Land Act may
jointly make regulations prescribing that a rock or natural substance is not a
‘mineral. :

(3) No compensation is payable by the government to any person and no proceedmgs
may be commenced or maintained to claim compensation from the government
as a result of a regulation made under subsection (1) or (2).

Mining division
3 (1) The chief gold commissioner may, by order, designate any portion of British

Columbia as a mining division and may establish a gold commissioner ’s office
for it.

(2) If a designation is made under subsection (1), the chief gold commissioner must,
without delay, publish notice of the designation in the Gazette and publication is
deemed to be notice to all persons concerned.

Appointment of chief gold commissioner and gold commissioners

4 (1) A chief gold commissioner and one or more gold commissioners may be
appointed under the Public Service Act.

(2) The chief gold commissioner has general supervision of the gold commissioners
and persons appointed under subsection (5).

(3) The chief gold commissioner may exercise a power given to a gold commissioner
by this Act.

. (4) A gold commissioner may, at any reasonable time, enter and examine land
covered by a mineral title.

(5) There may be appointed for the proper administration of this Act mineral title
inspectors and other persons

(a) whose remuneration is either by way of salary or by commlssmn on fees
collected, and

(b) having those powers and duties of a gold commissioner that are conferred
on them in writing by the chief gold commissioner.

(6) The chief gold commissioner may appoint one or more gold commissioners to be
a deputy chief gold commissioner, and may delegate to any person employed in
the ministry some or all of the functions of the chief gold commissioner other
than powers to make regulations under sections 22 and 46.
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How chief gold commissioner furmshes records

5 (1) A written copy of any record kept in the regxstry, certified by the chief gold
commissioner to be a true copy, must bo received in a court without proof of the
signature of t‘he chief gold commissioner.

(2) Any notice or mformatlon that the chief gold commissioner is requlred to give to
a recipient under this Act may be given
(a) in paper form, o
(b) by being transmitted by electronic means to the recipient, or

(¢) in any prescribed manner.

Searching the registry

6 A person may search the registry in accordance with the regulations.

PART- 1.1 - MINERAL TITLES ONLINE REGISTRY

Electronic Transact:ons Act applles

6.1 Despite section 2 (4) (d) of the Electronic Transactions Act, that Act applies to th1s
Part.

Mineral titles onlme reglstry

6.2 (1) The chief gold commissioner must estabhsh and maintain a mineral titles onlme '
reglstry for the purposes of reg1strat10ns respecting claims, leases and notices.

(2) In addition to any requirements under the regulations, the chief - gold
commissioner may '

(a) establish requirements for 1nformat10n that must be supplied to effect a
registration and the format in which the information must be supplied, and
may make those requiremerits known electronically to users of the registry,

(b) estabhsh any other matter or requirement in order to ensure proper '
functioning of the registry, and '

(c) require a reglstratlon to be made electronically. in accordance with the
regulations.

(3) The electronic signature of an applicant for registration must be incorporated into
the electronic application in accordance with the requirements of the chief gold
commissioner. o ’

(4) An electronic application or electronic instrument is submitted for the purposes
of this Part when the application or instrument is entered electronically into the
registry using the technology established by the chief gold commissioner and in
accordance with the requirements of the chief gold commissioner.
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. Claims

6.3 A person may register a claim in accordance with the regulations.

Claim or Ieasé changés
631 (1) The following changes to a claim are not effective until registered:
(a) an amalgamation of claims under section 24.2;
(b) areduction in the area of the claim under section 25;
(c) arevision of an expiry date under section 29 or section 33.1;
(d) a deletion or correction under section 6.36;
" (e) any-otherkind of change specified in the regulations for the purposes of this
subsection. .
(2) The recorded holder of a lease must register the following changes to a lease, and
the changes are not effective until registered.:
(a) arenewal of the lease under section 42, 45 or 47;
(b) a change in the area of the lease under section 44 or 47;
© any other kind of change specified in the regulations for the purposes of this
subsection. _ o
3) The chief gold commissioner inaiy register the following against a claim or lease:
(a) notice of any order made by the chief gold commissioner;
(b) notice of a court order; ‘
(c) notice of a complaint under section 40;

(d) any other matter specified in the regulations for the purposes of this
subsection.

Conversions of leases and rights under other enactments

6.32 (1) A recorded holder of a mineral claim or a placer claim who wishes to convert the
claim to a mining lease or placer lease under section 42 or 45 must register an
application for the lease.

(2) A person referred to in section 53 (2) (a) who wishes to obtain a mining lease or
placer lease under section 42 or 45 must register an application for the lease.

(3) When a lease is entered into under subsectlon(l) or (2), the chief gold
cominissioner must register the information required by the chief gold
commissioner respecting the lease and give ‘notice of the registration to the
recorded holder. '

Discharge of claims and leases

6.33 (1) To abandon a claim or surrender a lease, the recorded holder must register a
. discharge of the claim or lease.

(2) The abandonment or surrender does not entitle the recorded holder to a refund of
fees or other money paid under this or a former Act.
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. (3) The chief gold commissioner may register a notice of a forfelture ofa clalm under
section 35 or of a lease under section 50.

Registration of transfers of ownership of claims and leases

6.34 A recorded holder of a claim or lease or a person who meets the requirements under
the regulations in relation to a claim or lease may register a transfer of ownership to
another person in accordance with the regulations. :

Registration of documents and notices agamst a claim or lease

~ 6.35 A person may register a document or notice relating to a mineral t1tle according to the
regulations. |

Deletion from registry or amendment or correction of entry
6.36 (1) The chief gold commissioner may

(a) delete or correct an entry in the registry in accordance with the
regulations, or

(b) delete or amend an entry in the registry if the reglstratlon does not comply
with the Act or the regulatlons

). If the chief gold commissioner deletes, corrects or amends an entry, the chief gold
commissioner must give notice to any affected person.

(3) A notice under subsection (2) may be given before or after deleting, correcting or
amending an entry in the registry. ‘

Information in registry prevails

6.4 If there is a difference between electronic information in- the registry and other
- information or another document, the information in the registry prevails, whether-or
not the other information or the other document contains an original signature.

Calculation of time for'purposeé of regiétry

6.5 Section 25 (2) and (3) of the Interpretation Act does not apply to a time spec1fled '
under this Act for doing something in the registry.

Suspendiﬁg functions of registry
6.6 Despite any other provision of this Act, the chief gold commissioner may

(a) suspend one or more of the functions of the registry if the chief gold
commissioner is satisfied that circumstances are such that it is not
practicable to provide those functions, and

(b) if the chief gold commissioner is satisfied that, but for a suspension under
paragraph (a), an application for registration or a record submitted to the
chief gold commissioner would have been received on a date within the
-suspension period, '
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(i) the chief gold commissioner may date the registration or accept the
record as of that date, and

(ii) the date referred to in subparagraph (i) must be considered for all
purposes to be the date on which the record was received by or filed
with the chief gold commissioner.

No overlapping reglstratlons

6.7 Only one claim or lease may be registered w1th respect to a cell, unless the reglstratxon
is in respect of the following:

(a) an area of a cell over which the mapping of a legacy claim has been
challenged;

(b) a cell only part of which is covered by a legacy claim, and the registration
is in respect of the part of the cell that is not covered by the legacy claim;’

(c) aclaim or lease under section 53 (2);

(d) one cell covered by any of the following:
(i) a mineral claim and a placer claim;
(i) a mineral claim and a placer lease.

Priority
6.8 (1) Registration is effective from the time of payment of. the prescribed fee for
registration, if any, or if there is no prescribed fee, the date of registration as
recorded by the registry. '

(2) If more than one payment is received for the same registration, the order of
registration is determined by the time of payment, if any, as determined by the
time confirmation of'payment is received by thé Minister of Finance.

Registration by other than electronic means

6.9 The chief gold commissioner may authorize a person to use a means of reglstratlon
other than a means required by this Act if satisfied that

(a) it is necessary to avoid great hardship or great injustice, and
(b) the integrity of the registry will be maintained.

PART 2 - LOCATION AND CLAIMS

Free miners and certain registrations, holdings and revisions
7 A person, other than the government, must be a free miner to
(a) be registered as a reeorded holder of a claim or lease,
(b) hold a claim under section 29, or
(c) revise an expiry date under section 33.1.

Free miner certificate ' .
8 (1) For the purposes of this section, “Canadian corporation” means
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